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under foreign control. The constitution of a truly sovereign State
which is what that resolution envisages cannot be achieved unless
Britain wholly parts with power over the affairs of India. The fulfil,
nient of the League demand, therefore, cannot precede the attain-J
merit of Indian Independence even though the agreement over the
issue of separation may be reached and put in complete shape before
that day.
Few people realize that the function of a Central Federal
Government is not to hear appeals against or rectify the policies of
the governments of the units forming the Federation. Certain
! unctions are entirely within the competence of the governments of the
Provinces or States whatever they may be called, and certain other
functions fall within the jurisdiction of the Federal Centre. There
is no question of appeal or Central control. The functions are
separate and distinct. So far as the normal life of the people goes,
all power is today under Muslim majority control in the whole of
Bengal and in the whole of the Punjab and in Sind and the North-
West Frontier Province, and will continue to be so whatever may
be the nature of the Central Government.
Gandhiji has gone to the farthest limit by way of modifying the
national aspiration in order to accommodate the League. From the
outset his intention was to reach this limit by a single step and not
to enter into any process of bargain or dealing out in parts what he
was prepared to concede in the end, It is for all lovers of freedom
in India and particularly for the Muslim community to consider
whether any alternative can be devised to satisfy the just aspirations
of the Muslim League. If this could be done, no one wants
partition. But if partition there must be, it cannot be brought about
in an arbitrary manner without consulting the wishes of the people,
or so as to transfer to Pakistan, districts not peopled by Muslim
majorities, against the wishes of those who live in those districts.
In the face of the demand persisted in on behalf of the Muslim
League and very weakly resisted by other Muslim elements
it is difficult to see how the principle of freedom and self-determina-
tion for such areas can be avoided in any plan for a free and
independent constitution. Ruling out ^coercion, as we must, we
cannot but resort to some plan by whicK the ascertained wish of the
people in areas where the population is predominantly Muslim must,
ultimately prevail. The British Government through the Prime
Minister declared in Parliament on March 11, 1942, that they had
* 'agreed unitedly upon conclusions for present and future action which,